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e j.:." A Cadl toAction

"4 Yesterday, | recieved aletter from Tom
~#" Monaghan, thefounder of Domino’s

Pizza. Perhapsyoudid, too. Itisavery
good letter, and hiscauseisaworthy one. One

paragraph bearsrepesating:

“...whenyou'rein Church, and someone putsabig
check inthe collection basket in front of you, do
you put your money back in your pocket? Of
course not. What they give hasnothing to dowith
how your contribution can helpthe Church. That is
the bottom line, and animportant one.”

Our 2006-2007 regional census saysthereare 749
Secular Franciscansin Northernlllinois. Thesevera
of youwho regularly cal mearebut asmall fraction,
and | appreciate you. But we cannot sit back and
say, “ Surely, with that many peopleintheregion|
do not haveto do anything. Surely, enough of the
othersareacting to bring our Catholic valuesinto
theworld so | need not go out of my way to do so.”

We are asked to put something - evenjust avery
little, according to our ability - into thecollection
basket at each meeting. Thisispart of theguidelines
our fraternitiesfollow. | amaskingyouto add
another - that each and every one of usdo some-
thing every month to bring Catholic Culture, to bring
theteaching of the Magisterium, to our community. |
am calling you to stop thinking that enough of the
othersareacting on our behalf. | want everyoneto
stand up for what we professed and be witnessesto
theTruth. | want all of usto stand up and makethe
world abetter place.

How?Writeto your representatives. Help aCatho-
licorganization. Join oneof our fraternities’ events.
Talk toyour neighborsabout issues. Bring afriend
to afraternity meseting. Bring afriend to afraternity
event. I’ m sureyou can think of moreto do.

What if you' re one of the 136 shut ins? How about
fagtingand praying?

DO NOT go see this movie
shared by Pat Williams, SFO

Therewasanew children’smovieout in December
called“The Golden Compass’. Themoviehasbeen
described as“atheismfor kids’” and isbased onthe
first book of atrilogy entitled “HisDark Materids’
that waswritten by Phillip Pullman. Pullmanisa
militant athei st and secular humanist who despises
C. S Lewisandthe”Chroniclesof Narnia’. His
motivationfor writing thistrilogy wasspecificaly to
counteract Lewis symbolismsof Christ that are
portrayed inthe Narniaseries.

While“TheGolden Compass’ movieitself may
seem mild and innocent, the booksareamuch
different story. Inthetrilogy, ayoung streetwisegirl
becomesenmeshed inan epic struggleto ultimately
defeat the oppressiveforcesof asenile God.
Another character, an ex-nun, describes
Chrigtianity as* avery powerful and convincing
mistake.” Inthefina book, characterspresenting
Adamand Eveeventudly kill God, who at timesis
caled YAHWEH. Each book inthetrilogy gets
progressively worseregarding Pullman’shatred of
Jesus Chrigt.

" The Golden Compass’ isset to premier on De-
cember 7, during the Christmas season, and will
probably be heavily advertised. Promotershope
that unsuspecting parentswill taketheir childrento
seethemovie, that they will enjoy themovie, and
that the children will want the booksfor
Christmas.

Please consider aboycott of themovieandthe
books. Also, passthisinformation aong to every-
oneyou know. Thiswill help to educate parents,so
that they will know the agendaof themovie.

If you didnt get theletter and want to know what
Tom Monaghanisdoing, check out
http:/AMww.avemariaedu
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SFO member recieves award:

Danid Willenbor g, SFO, member of St. Anthony
Fraternity (Joliet) recieved the Project PrideAward
fromthe Joliet/Will County Project Pride. Thisisa
nonfor profit which hasasitsmission, “Promotea
positive image of the Joliet/WII County and its
people. Engage residents and organizationsto
make their neighborhoods better. Partner with
anyone or organization working toward the
sameend.” Mr. Willenborg recieved thisaward for
his SFO Ecology work in Joliet and dsofor his
work on ShareFest.

CatholicAlternativeto
Amnesty International

Following thedecis onby Amnesty International to
expanditsorigina remit asacharity focussngon
theplight of prisonersof consciencearoundthe
world, to campaigning on abortion issues, thou-
sandsof Catholicsand Christiansof other denomi-
nationsarewithdrawing their support. Christians
Against Torture (ACAT) offersonealternative.

“ACAT isaregistered charity and aBody in
Associationwith Churches Together in Britainand
Ireland. It isaffiliated to the International Federation
Against Torture, based in Paris. It campaigns
against torture, thethreat of torture, disappearances
and extrajudicia executions. Thisisanarrower
remit thanAmnesty.

“It seems sad that Catholicswho have been active
inAmnesty and are committed to humanrights
shouldfedl unableto continuewith their campaign-
ing. Their commitment insurgently neededin
today’sworld. ACAT would welcomeinquiries
fromthoseinterested injoining itscampaign.

“For moreinformation contact Eleanor Newland e-
mail uk.acat@gmail.com” From Independant
Catholic News
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The opinions expressed here are my own. |
hope you will be encouraged to say a prayer,
write a letter, volunteer to help and...
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Justice, Peace & the Integrity of Creation

Thecommissionsare changing, and areyet the
same. From thevery beginning, the Franciscan
Ordershave been called to action. In the book
Socia ldealsof St. Francis! itiswritten, “As
againgt theidlenessof thetownward drifting hun-
dreds, Francishad roomin hisorder for nobody
except whowaswillingtowork in oneway or
another. Theemphasisappearsinal hisrulesof life
aswell inhisTestament.”? Thisemphasiscan be
foundinevery ruleuntil the 1881 Rule, which
emphasi zed interior lifeand persona sanctification.
But our Rule, since 1978, has called usback to our
roots, whereactionisfully part of our Franciscan
charism.

We hear over and over, “ Gospdl tolife, lifeto
Gospel” but what doesthismean?1t meansweare
called to balancetheinterior and the exterior. We
areto bedoing asmuch public action aspraying.
And our Ruleand Constitution bear thisout.

So, what’snew? The name of theApostolatesare
changing to make aseamlessgarment between the
Franciscan Orders. By using thename' Peace,
Justice, and Integrity of Creation’ theterminology
will bethe same acrossthe Franciscan Orders. In
order to bemorevisible, to create more good inthe
world, wewill beworking moreclosaly with each
other. The SFO will not belosing any of their
apostolates: We' Il till talk about Work and Family
especidly asall theapostolatesoverlgpinaction.
Each of usisbut onesmall creature created by
God. Itisonly inworking together that we can get
anythingdone.

InthisNew Year, more of the newsabout thiswill
bemadeavailable. Pray for the process, practice
your actions, and watch for news.

1 Meyer, James, OFM Social Ideasof St. Francis. B Herder
Book Co. St. Louis1948p. 38

2Ruleof | Order, chV, p. 9; Testament, p. 14



