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S St dulianaFratemnity has9
/7 membersinformation

i Even thosewho are not council mem-
bershaveajob. Everyoneinthefraternity hasa
job.”

-DaeBlum, SFO, onthe phone March 1st.

Wow! | had theimpression that some of our
fraternitiesare nearing the point wherethere’'sno
choicebut to go downhill. | am embarassed to
admit that &. Juliana swasonesuchinmy mind as
everyonewho has spoken of them has mentioned
that itiscomposed of quiteelderly people. | WAS
WRONG!

| got off the phonewith Mrs. Blumwith al new
positivethoughtsinmy mind. Ninepeoplein
formation! How many fraternitiescan say that? ?
Six will be professed this June.

How dothey doit?Here'sabeginning: Every
member isgiven brochuresand an ass gnment
sheet. Eachisto get thebrochuresto their assigned
location.

I’'m suretherearemany other lessonsonecanlearn
from . JulianaFraternity, but let usal try to
emulatethisoneactionthisyear. Mrs. Blumaso
mentioned that she does not give up on the people
information. If they leave, shekegpsasking themto
return. “| haven’tlost oneyet!” shesaid.

9information! I'm <till amazed!

Dates for Apostolate Action

April 22: Earth Day

May 4. May Day: Haymarket anniv.
May 12: Annua Hikefor Life

Sept. 15: Its Our River Day

Oct. 4-5 Transitus

Oct. 5-6: Peace Event

NewsfromtheField: Family

JoeRice, SFO, isour Councilor for Family. Not
only doeshewatch out for interesting articlesthat
can hdpinthisministry, he hasbenifitted fromthe
spiritua advise of someof thegreatest Franciscan
Friarsinthe Chicagoland area. Hehasmuch
knowledgeto share.

Recently, hewroteto me about an article about
Faith Filled Family by SusanHinly-Brigger. Ms.
Brigger mentionsthat Parentsgivether children
hope. “ As Catholics, weareapeople of hope. In
fact, our faith comesout of the belief that out of
tragedy will cometriumph. Our faith alsohasalong
history of denouncing violenceand working for

peace.”

Morequotesfrom Brigger:

“Let your kidstalk, because many incidentsat
school are prevented by kidstalking to aconfidant
adult.”

“Be part of the solution: kidsemulatewhat they see
their parentsdoing. Therefore, set agood example
and good impression. Also, |et your kidsseeyou
working to be apart of the solution.”

Asexamplesfromhisown life, Joe shared these
remembrances.

How my father wal ked with me on Monday nights
from hispart-timejob at Sears Roebuck & Co
when | wasabout 7 or 8 yearsold: “How areyou?’
“How was school today?” “ Did you play withthe
kidson theblock?’

Hisfather aso called himif hewashomesick from
school or work.with theflu. “ Dad wason commis-
sion soon Monday nights, ‘I’ Il seeyou tomorrow
night at supper, here comethe customers,” and
when | got up for school Dad was goneto work
athough hewent to massfirs.”

“My parentswerewilling to skip their Altar &
cont'd.onp. 2
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Prison Ministries
@ 1 stone = apostolatefor theindividual

Difficulty Leve: easy
Thiscould easily beafraternity project aswell
YOUDONOT VISIT THE PRISON

Mother’sDay Project

Staying in touch can bean insurmountabl e problem,
especidly if you do not have sufficient money to
purchase paper or stamps. Each Mother’'sDay,
Companionsdistributes packets containing good
quality stationery, postage stamps, envelopesand
pensor pencilsto incarcerated women, enabling
them to writeto their children and mothers.

Pat Williams, SFO, hasexperienced thisministry
and explained that the volunteers put together
packages of five sheetsof paper, fiveenvel opes,
fivestamps, and aclear pens(no colored barrelson
thepens). Thesearegiventoinmates so that they
canwrite. For Christmas, cardsaregiventothe
inmates.

Thissmpleapostolate makesahugedifferencein
thelivesof theinmatesand a so of their families.
Contact:

Companions Journeying Together

PO. Box 457

Western Springs, 111inois60558-0457

(773) 406-9127

Family, Cont’dfromp.1

Rosary Solidarity and/or . Vincent De Paul
meetingsif/when| wassick & | could not get along
by myself. Therearemore stories; these examples
arevery important for parentstoday, | feel.”

Published occasionally by Nancy McKenna, SFO
Councilor for Apostolates,
Mother Cabrini Region

your comments and suggestions are wel come!
The opinions expressed here are my own. |

hope you will be encouraged to say a prayer,
write a letter, volunteer to help and...

makeadifference!
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Workshop Wrap-Up

TheMother Cabrini Regiona Council putstogether
several workshops per year: TheApostolic Work-
shop, the Candidates Retreat (whichisopento
more than the candidates), and the Leadership
Workshop. These workshopsare very important !
They arehow theregion getsinformationtoyou -
and arean excellent way for you to bring ideasto
the attention of each other and to the council.

At theA postolic Workshop, we had 46 Secular
Franciscansfrom 12 fraternities. Thismeansthat 14
fraternitieswere not represented. The per-person
cost was$16.13 | am bringing the priceinto the

pi cture because the more peopl e that attend, the
lower the cost per person since many costsarefor
thewhole event and are not per-person costs. We
do not pay the speakers much money - only asmall
travel stipend. The Regiond Fraternity will not stop
the Workshops because of cost. Rather, we expect
that Y OU will take advantage of these opportunities
tolearn, to share, to grow, and to ultimately take
themessage of St. Francistotheworld.

Please read the SFO News and put the workshop
dateson your persona and fraternity caendars.
Please plan on attending. If you have memberswho
cannot drive, or cannot afford the requested
donationsfor these events, please act asafraternity
to makethe event possiblefor these members.

Thefraternity ministersoften havealot todo.
Reading the newd ettersiseveryone'sjab.

PEACE EVENT -
Savethe Date: Oct. 5 and 6, 2007

The Franciscan Sisters of Joliet and Frankfort are
co-sponsoring a PEACE EVENT to celebrate the
25th anniversary of the Third Order Rule, to take
place on Oct 5" at Joliet, IL, and on Oct 6™, in
Frankfort, IL. Both days will have keynote presenta-
tions by John Dear, SJa ong with provision for
twenty breakout sessions. All sisters, brothers, and
associates are invited to participate.

If you have any questions, please contact Kathleen
Hook, OSF at 815-464-3810 or

kathleenhook @provenahealth.com or Rose Marie
Surwilo, OSF at 815-725-8735



Questions

Q: Howdo | get rid of my old pills? Medications
getting into groundwater isa problem. The drug
store would not take them back, and the fire
house would not take them.

A: Yes, you'reright. By flushing thepillsdown the
toilet, they end upinthewastewater system. Our
wastewater systemsare not ableto removedrugs,
so these drugsare now showing up intheground
water. The EPA produced amulti-page document
onthiswhich, paraphrased, saysthat thesepillsare
adanger and should be handled ashazardous
waste. They should beincinerated inafacility thatis
madeto handlewaste such asthis. Contact your
town or township to find out when and wherethe
next hazardouswaste pickup will takeplace. The
[linoisEPA will be sponsoring apickup at the
Schaumburg High School onMay 5, and on June
2nd, therewill beone at the County complexin
Wheaton, 421 County Farm Road. Your fraternity
can also sponsor awaste pick up day, call the
IlinoisEPA for details. 1-800-782-7860

Q: There are too many people causing global
warming. We'rein trouble, what can we do?

A Inabout theyear 1000, there were hundreds of
farmson Greenland. They arebeing found asthe
temperaturerisesand theice sheetsreceed. The
world temperature dropped adegree and suddenly,
thesefarmerscould nolonger makealiving. The
peoplewent from being over six feet tall to about
fivefeet tall with severebonedefectswithina
generation or two. TheVikingshadtoleave
Greenland for North Americaand Europe. Tem-
peraturefluctuates, and the Earch can correct itsdlf,
if wework withit.

Awarenessisthefirst step. | think many peopleare
aware of the problem, now. The next stepistodo
something. Oneof theeasier stepsisto uselessoil.
Lower thethermostat in your houseat nightinthe
winter. Dont usethe car for small errands. Carpool
(or walk or bikerideif you can). Dont use dispos-
able plastic containersor disposable plastic any-
thing. If you must, thenrecycleit. Rather than use
the plastic bagsfrom the store, usere-usablefabric
bags, or bring the bagsback for refilling rather than
getting new each time. Encourage othersto dothe
same.
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Harvest Time
Regional Chairsneeded ASAPfor Peace& Justice
and Work commissions. If youwishtohelp, I'll
need to know 1. what areyour interests. 2. what
you planon doing 3. your ideas on getting many
peopleto help you and 4. your goalsfor thefuture.
Theapostolatesare not just what we do personally,
they areaway of life. They arealsotobevisible,
and aredonein community.

Work:

Thisisthemost difficult apostolate, | think. But here

issomething to think about: 30 year oldsworldwide

aremaking significantly lessthan 50 year oldsdid

when they were 30. Housing costsare spiraling

upward. Thisisaworldwide problem: A recent
French poll showed that only 5% believed

You[ ..  young peoplehad abetter chance of
Are My | /.
EEI".-'E__I'I ¢ /' /-, Ireland, the UK and Spain

succeeding than their parents. In

T

whereunemploymentis
relatively low, adult children
aredtill at homebecause of
thelack of affordable
housing. Inltaly, 45% of 30
e E. to 34 year oldshavenot |eft
| Through  home. Work isagift - and
Whom | onethat moreneed tobe
ableto experience.

Many yearsago, when | visited Europe, everyone
knew 3 thingsabout Chicagoland: Al Caponewas
from Chicago, and the Chicago Fireand the
Haymarket Riot happened there. The Haymarket
Riot wasone of many at that time, but iswhat
parked theinternational labor movement. Living
wherewe do, we have aunique opportunity to be
visble

Peace and Justice:

Thisisoneof the apostolateswherealotisgoing
on. If youfee called and areready to do more, lets
talk. Thereare many very activefraternity level
peaceandjusticechairs. I’m surewhomever wishes
totakeontheregiona post will havelotsof ideas
and helping handsto make achangeintheworld.

“Thefuture startstoday, not tomorrow.”
— John Paul 11
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Words from Fr. Albert Neimith

through Joe Rice, SFO

Asnoted on page 1, Joe Rice, SFO, had acouple
important priestsashisspritual advisors. Here, Mr.
Ricerelatessome of these words of wisdom:

“ Asfar aswriting about Fr. Albert Nimeth, OFM,
here are some of [thewords] that | heard him say.
OnOct. 21, 1983, | wasat St. Augustine’sFriary
with Fr. Albert. Aswefinished hesaid, “I havefood
for thought for you:

1. What isyour conversation?

2. What did you want to say?

3. What did you say?

4. How did it comeout?

| just remembered Fr. Albert saying “If you cannot
say anything nice about someone, dont say any-
thing.”

“l waswaiting for a51st Street Bus. Fr. Albert
cameout of ahardware store, spotted me, and
caling‘Hello’ acrossthestreet, heaskedif | hada
minute. | mentioned | wason my way to St. John of
God Churchfor theArchdiocese Holy Namemass.
Hesaid, “ It seemslikeyou are going to meetings,
doyou ever goon Socia Events?If everyonewas
involvedinthe Churchlike me, it would be abetter
world. Jointhisone Catholic Club. Itisuptoyou,
but if youdon'tjoin, you' Il bemakingamajor
mistake aspeoplewill listento you, but they will not
listentomebecause !’ mapriest. Therefore, join
and bring peopl e back to the Church, or closer to
the Church, by your good example.”

Peace & Justice: fair trade
@ @ 2 stones= apostolate for thefraternity

@ @ @ 3stones= community
Difficulty level: medium, dueto planning/scheduling

| Fairly traded coffeg, tea, cocoaand sugar,
E’ from small farmer cooperativesaround the
I world, was donated for our Apostolic
b7 Workshop by theInterfaith Program at
= Equal Exchange, a100% Fair Trade,
worker-owned cooperative. Visit them at http://
www.equal exchange.coop or contact Daniel &

Susan Willenborg, SFO at 815-462-3592 to hear
how they areusing thisprogram at their parish.

April 2007
Pope: Church Stands are ‘ non-negotiable’

Bologna, Italy: Pope Benedict XV reasserted the
church’sopposition to abortion, euthanasia, and gay
marriage, saying Tuesday [March 13, 2007] that
Catholicpaliticianswere“especidly” obligated to
defend the church’sbdliefsintheir public duties.

“Thesevauesarenon-negotiable,” the popewrote
inal30-page* gpostolic exhortation,” adigtillation

of opinion from aworldwide meeting of bishopsat

theVaticanin 2005.

“Consequently, Catholic paliticiansand legidators...
must fedl particularly bound, onthebasisof a
properly formed conscience, tointroducelaws
inspired by valuesgrounded in human nature.”

The document rel eased Tuesday repeated inamore
comprehensiveform postionsthat the Church has
long held. (reprinted from the Chicago Tribune)

Patron Saint of the Internet

The Observation Servicefor the Internet who drew
it smission from the Pontifical Council for Socia
Communications, researched the Internet and

rel ated technol ogiesto select apatron saint that
best reflectsthe concernsand ideal s of computer
designers, programmersand users. Thesaint
chosen by the Observation Servicefor Internet was
Saint Isdore. “ The saint who wrotethewell-
known*Etymologies (atypeof dictionary), gave
hiswork astructure akin to that of the database. He
began asystem of thought known today as
‘flashes;’ itisvery modern, notwithstanding thefact
it wasdiscovered inthesixth century. Saint Isidore
accomplished hiswork with great coherence: itis
completeand itsfeaturesare complementary in
themsalves. After selection, thenominated saintis
sent to the Vatican’s Congregation of DivineWor-
shipand Discipline. Isdorewasdeclared thesaint
of theInternet by the Vatican on January 14, 1999.
For moreinfomation onthelnternetin our Faith, go
to the Vatican websitewww.vatican.vaand search
on‘ethicsininternet’.

“Faith cannot beaprivate matter...”
- Pope John Paul 11, Jan. 14, 1999



